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Over the past few weeks, I have become a listener. It’s not my natural tendency, as I normally like to engage
people in conversation and get a good back and forth going. Let me tell you what has changed.
First, we are having twins! That will make any dad hush up and pay attention to what others have to say. And with
the twins possibly making an early arrival, I need to soak up as much knowledge as possible. I was speechless as one doctor
described the challenges that premature babies face. I didn’t have many questions because I didn’t even know what to
ask. Plus, I wanted to hear him give his expert experience and not myself babble.
The second major change I have noticed, which has prompted me to listen, is the combustible atmosphere around
social issues and the leadership of the United States. There are marches of all kinds. And then there are comments on
social media about the same issues and marches. Some of those marchers and Facebook posts are thoughtful, but some
of them are full of hatred and disregard for anyone that doesn’t think like they do.
My response thus far has been to listen and read. Remember, I am usually a talker. Scripture has reminded me,
and all of us, to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. There is great pain in the world and it’s time we
listen to others when they are crying out. I think we might have something to learn from them instead of acting like we
already know their experiences.
Remember the two blind men in Matthew 20 who refused to be quiet as Jesus was walking by? The crowd just
wanted them to shut-up, but those two men had experiences and needs that weren’t being heard so they yelled even
louder. Jesus stopped and asked what they needed. He didn’t tell them that they were wrong or assume they were like
other people he had met. When he listened, he felt their pain and was able to heal them.
When we refuse to listen to others or assume they are wrong, we miss the point. It is time to listen to what “the
other side” has to say. It is time to actually follow Jesus and get over the self-absorbed hatred that we spew. We live in a
world where we think our voice on Facebook or Twitter is meaningful, prophetic, and as important as anyone else’s. Truth
is, our face-to-face love is more meaningful than a post, speaking the truth of scripture in a way that beckons all people
to find hope in Christ is more prophetic than an angry outburst on social media, and our actions are more meaningful than
our random thought that we post while sitting in a drive-thru.
We all want to feel listened to and we should be. That is why we need to be face-to-face with people, studying
scripture. The church has something to offer that is hard to find in our society; actual community where we can work out
our thoughts and feelings in person. Most importantly, the church has the grace of God to offer and that grace is most
powerful when we are actually a part of each other’s lives in the flesh. It’s a place where everyone is welcome.
Okay, I will go back to listening for a bit. Sure, I will speak on Sundays as the Spirit leads. But as far as the issues, I
need to listen a bit longer; first to the Holy Spirit and then to the pain in our world. When it is time to speak, let us do so
with love and sitting across from the people we differ from. – Pastor Brody
UPDATE: Healthy Church Initiative
The Healthy Church Initiative (HCI) process is underway at Carson UMC. If you aren’t sure what that means, it certainly
isn’t because we haven’t talked about it! Maybe you’ve been busy or just not sure it interests you, but it isn’t too late to
be involved. This process will help shape our future as a church and how we do ministry in our community.
During the weekend of February 24-26, a group of people will be gathering at Carson UMC to get to know us and see how
we can make steps to grow God’s Kingdom. That is exciting news! They will gladly hear from members of the church; your
dreams, your hopes, your ideas on how we can reach more people with God’s love. Then they will give us some
prescriptions that we can choose to adopt or ignore. It’s up to us. The hope is that the prescriptions will get us all working
toward a common goal and growing closer with God. We pray that we can continue to grow and reach more people with
the love of God in Jesus Christ. If you have questions or want to make sure your voice is heard, be sure to keep your ears
open during announcements and check with others involved in the process. – Pastor Brody

